Match Report: 11th March 2012

 
Hi All,
 
Some great wins and tough defeats this week. We’ll revel in the former and learn from the latter:

· Sometimes you can give your all and it still not be your day. So it was for the U13s who were knocked out of the Challenge Cup in a nail-biting semi-final against Hollingbury Hawks Colts. Colts snatched an early lead but Bailey Carter’s fine strike evened the score. Colts made it 2-1 just before half time and in the second half the tension mounted as we piled on the pressure. The Colts keeper made several excellent saves and Oscar Healey’s great shot grazed the crossbar - but Colts managed to hold on until the final whistle. Credit to the boys for a superb effort. 

· The u9s were away to Pevensey and Westham and played their two best games of the season. We led in the first through Felix Attfield-Davis’s left foot strike but Pevensey equalised before half-time. After the restart, Ollie Lumsden regained the lead for us with a superb far post header. Joe Shersby-Wignall then banged in a long range shot before Felix added his second to see us win 4-1. The second game was a close affair and goalless at half-time. Eli Harmer-Johnston then gave us the lead after good work from Jack Garratt-Herd on the right. With minutes to go Pevensey equalised and the game looked set for a draw. It was therefore amazing to see Alfie Dobres and Eli pass their way through Pevensey from the kick off for Eli to fire home his second to give us the 2-1 win. 

· The u10s Scorpions played Coldean Colts and despite putting in the effort the games just didn’t go our way. The first game was pretty tight with the visitors 1-2 up at the break, our goal coming through Mac Carter. George Sheill then equalised but we conceded two in quick succession and saw Colts gain a fifth with only minutes left on the clock. The second game saw us go down 1-2 but defeat was tempered a little by regular goal keeper Stephen Beasley scoring for us. Special mention to Bob Griffiths who played particularly well in the second match. 

· The u10s Snakes had two tough games against Hollingbury Hawks. We lost the first 0-3 against a team that played good, simple passes and then hassled well to regain possession when we had the ball. Credit to Jude Jones who was tireless all over the pitch trying to set up attacks and getting back to help in defence. We lost the second game 3-6. Ewan Cullen maintained his high standard of last week adding some nice attacking passes to hard work to support the defence. Our goals came from Harvey Fairall (2) and Kieran Hagley. 

· The u11s faced a good Premier United for the second time in a week – and for a second time put six past them. Jake Cooper put us ahead early on. Premier tried to respond but Leon Wright’s tackling was too much for them. Alfie Haggar made it two and then three! Our defence held firm against Premier’s attacks before Alfie grabbed his hat-trick. Ollie Treagus then grabbed two late goals to make it six. Great to see Dexter Sherin making a long awaited return – and going close with a thunderous shot off the post. 

· The u12s Black had a difficult away game against ASC Strikers. This was a definite six pointer - so it was great they went our way! In a closely fought game, Roberto Gallotta scored his first goals for the club with one in each half to give us a 2-0 win.

Tournament news: we’ve had a good response to request for tournament help but I know there are still a few places that need filling. Please let your manager know if you can help. Also don’t forget any raffle prize, cakes or second hand sports kit. 
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