Hi All,

 
Second week and the season already feels established – but it’s worth remembering that there have been a lot of changes across a lot of squads (not to mention whole new squads) and things take time to settle down. The best results may not be the huge wins but could be the defeats which see huge improvements (that’s not to take anything away from the huge wins, Phil!).

 

High drama all round this week with last ditch clearances and great goalkeeping. And win, lose or draw all the kids looked great in their new kit – I know we’re still waiting for a few pieces but 

hopefully we’ll be all decked out soon. Many thanks to our ever-active Secretary, Michael, for sorting all this.

 
· The u8s Orange faced Patcham United at home. It’s early days for the team but they did well against an experienced looking Patcham side. All the players performed well and worked hard but ultimately lost 4-0 and 2-0 

· The u9s played Seaford Town in their first home game of the season. A topsy-turvy first game saw us lead by two, trail by one and eventually earn a 3-3 draw with our goals coming from Felix Attfield-Davis (2) and Ollie Lumsden – plus keeper Jack Garrett-Herd made a great, first half penalty save. The second match saw us run out comfortable 4-0 winners, with Eli Johnston, Joe Shersby-Wignall (2) and Alfie Dobres providing the goals 

· The u10s Scorpions took on Hollingbury Hawks and won a very competitive first match 1-0 with Mac Carter getting the goal and the whole team defending superbly as Hawks looked to avoid defeat. The second game saw us dominate with a very strong performance crowned by with goals from Tom Raitt (2), Mac Felix Smith and Fraser Cox. Special mention goes to keeper Stephen Beasley for two excellent performances. 

· The u10s Snakes took on Mile Oak Wanderers Yellow his weeks games were definitely tales of two halves, where we started slowly before coming through strongly in the second halves. In both, however, we went three down in the first halves and despite rallying well each time eventually went down 1-3 and 0-3, with Amalie Luthra getting our goal. Apology: last week I wrongly ascribed Tom Shinebourne’s goal to Tom Raitt (note to managers: please provide full names of players – especially if they’re your own son!) 

· The u11s won their first home match of the season by a convincing 12-0 against Polegate Grasshoppers. Three up at the break they moved into top gear in the second half with Jake Cooper outstanding on the right wing and Robert Malila making a tremendous goal line clearance. The providers of our ‘dirty dozen’ were: Ethan Philp, Hal Knox (2), Alfie Haggar (2), Tom Cooklin (3) and Toby Potter-Drake (4)  

· The u12s Black faced Broad Oak and Horam and are fast becoming the ‘comeback kings’. A goal down and with Callum Emery’s injury inducing goal line clearance keeping them in it, they went into the break 2-1 up thanks to Jack Dunkley’s penalty and Louis Bradley’s muscular goal. A fine Dunkley cross was finished by Ryan Jackson before a fluke own goal made for a nervous last 10 minutes but the boys dug deep to run out 3-2 winners. Special mention to keeper Logan Blinco for a number of breath-taking saves in the second half. 

· The u13s built on last week’s win when they faced Saltdean Utd. Having gone a goal down we passed the ball well and equalised when Sam Bentley headed in from a corner. Keeper Harrison Hinks pulled off a wonderful save and Cosmo Robertson-Charlton and Ed Botting stopped the Saltdean attacks, before Sam found the net again and ensuring a 2-1 win and six point out of six. 

· The u14s put in a much improved performance this week but didn’t quite get the result, going down 4-2 to Mile Oak Wanderers. They showed plenty of promise and played as a team with goals from Lucas Tredrea and a header from Harvey Dodds.

A few quick notes:

· Again apologies if you don’t want to receive this email for any reason – please let me know, hopefully I’ve removed those who have asked (and added a number of new names). 

· Many thanks to players, parents and managers for making our new Head Coach, Louis Munnery, so welcome. I think Louis is already having a big impact - and enjoying himself, long may it last!

 Richard
