Match Report: 29th January 2012

 
Hi All,

 
Loads of football this Sunday and goals aplenty! As ever results varied but commitment and determination didn’t. 

 
· The u8s Black played Premier. The first game saw us take a first half lead through goals from Sam and Bert. Despite changing the side around for the second half we grabbed a further two goals courtesy of Cam and a second for Sam as we finished 4-2 winners. Special mention to Thomas Shaw and Rob and for their performances. The second game was just as good as Fin bagged his first goal for the club and Alf and Tom both hit the back of the net building on good work from Bert in midfield to see us win 3-0 

· The u9s were away to South Malling Wanderers on a small pitch, which ultimately suited us. With the lion’s share of possession we struggled to break down the home side’s packed defence. But 2-0 at half-time was converted into 7-1 at full-time thanks to excellent hat-tricks from Sam Gilkes and Ollie Lumsden, and a single from Felix Attfield-Davis. The second game saw some lovely, unselfish passing football and a range of memorable goals. Sam grabbed another with a rifled shot, Alfie Dobres scored with a battling finish before Jack Garratt-Herd hit a lob from inside his own half (he claims he meant to) to make it three at half-time. Early in the second half Jem Britten-Hepper finished well to bag his first for the club and Junior Mutalama showed power and pace to make it 5-0. 

· The u10s Snakes were also away to South Malling Wanderers who are about the best team around in this age group. The first game saw us go down 0-5 but this fails to reflect the competitive nature of this match. We matched Malling in possession and shots but their finishing was superior. Particular mention of Alfie Barnes who didn’t miss a tackle. The second game was closer and even a Malling parent said we were "robbed" as we went down 3-4. Despite scoring three and having the lion’s share of possession Malling were again more clinical in front of goal. Praise to both Ewan Cullen and Joe Barnes for their outstanding tackling (anyone who has seen big brother Sid will recognise a Barnes family trait here) and to the goal scorers Harvey Fairall and Kieran Hagley (2). 

· The u10s Scorpions faced Rottingdean. Simon Carter’s Tangerine Army (!) opened the scoring with a 20 yarder from Tom Raitt, followed by another from Mac Felix-Smith. Henry Carey showed grabbed two and Mac Carter rounded off the scoring to see us run out 5-0 winners. The second game was closer and ultimately went Rottingdean’s way 2-3 despite good goals George Sheill, and Mac Felix-Smith. All the best to Herbie Palmer who will miss the rest of the season. 

· The u11s were home to Eastbourne Borough Red and put in their best display of the season so far. Callum Peploe and Robert Malila were in no mood to let any opposition attackers through and Olly Treagus was in top form, bagging four goals. Central midfielders Tom Cooklin and Toby Potter-Drake weighed in with the other goals to make it a 6-0 result. 

· The u12s Orange fought hard against a very talented team ASC Strikers who are top of the league and undefeated. We had a lot of missed chances (including a penalty) and the score could have been a lot closer than the 2-7 score line would suggest. Our goals came from Luke Wilding and Finlay Spencer. 

· The u12s Black faced a team who are fast becoming our ‘auld enemy’ Broad Oak and Horam. Having triumphed over the top of the table team last week we lost our way this Sunday, going down 1-5. Chalk it up to a ‘bad day at the office’ as the whole team were just a little off song and that’s all it takes – hopefully the boys can take some heart from the fact that Liverpool followed a defeat at Bolton with two great Manchester performances. Anyway, I’ve ransacked my cupboard of footballing clichés but the best I can find is ‘that’s football’! 

· The U13s played host to top of the table Hawks Youth Withdean and were victorious against them for the second time in three weeks. Harry Shersby-Wignall, Oscar Healey and Eddie Botting were all in strong form as the whole team worked hard for each other. Hawks scored first but we struck back with goals from Harrison Hinks (2) and Sam Bentley (4) to end up 6–3 winners. 

· It’s an indication of how far the u14s have come recently that they were a little disappointed to draw 1-1 against Sovereign Saints in the Challenge Trophy. We started really well, with Harvey Dodds putting us in front after just five minutes and we then controlled the first half, coming close to a second. We were then pegged back by a Saints penalty. Congratulations to Natty Gardener who played well in midfield and Charlie Dawes who saved our bacon! Another good performance and well supported. Big thanks to Richard Jephcott for all his time and effort.

The aggregator returns and we win 39 – 31!
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Not everyone is on email so grateful if managers / others can make sure all parents etc know these details.
