Match Report: 3rd March 2013
 

Hi all, 

 
Mini-soccer 
· The u8s were at home to SAFA Select and started brightly, going one up courtesy of an own goal from a well taken Ben McGillivray corner. Ben then added a ‘thunderbolt’ as he smashed an unstoppable right footed shot into the top corner. SAFA hit back with a well taken free kick but Luke Brooks was having none of that as he got a goal he deserved, which saw us take a 3-1 lead into the break. After a number of changes the game followed suit with more pressure from us and the dangerous Aiden Dash then added a fourth. SAFA pulled a late goal back but we ran out 4-2 winners. The second game was a more even contest but despite Ben McGillivray’s many shots it was SAFA who took a single goal lead into the break. The second half saw us have more chances as Archie Burgess and Luke Brooks caused the SAFA defence problems but it was the visitors who scored to seal a 0-2 victory. 

· The u10s played Meridian Athletic Maroon at a bracing Telscombe Cliffs. We took a while to get going in the first game and trailed by two goals before Joe Sherbsy-Wignall’s thunder-strike pulled one back before half-time. We were in our rhythm more in the second half and took the game to Meridian. Strong passing play across the park saw Sam Gilkes grab a hat-trick and Ollie Lumsden force the ball across the line to see us win 5-2. Meridian battled gamely in the second match but we were just too strong for them taking a 5-1 lead into half-time courtesy of Sam and Ollie (with a contender for goal of the season with a powerful drive from the right touchline into the top of the net). To be honest I lost track of all our scorers (update next week) but think our goals in the second half came from Felix Attfield-Davis, Eli Harmer-Johnston, Joe Shersby-Wignall and Louis Salmon to end the game 11-2.

 
9v9 
· The u11s Orange LBV played Cuckfield Cosmos in a classic game of two halves. We started strongly and played some lovely football - exemplified by Tom Mason in central midfield. We controlled the first half and could have scored more than the two we got through Kain Bagguley and Joe Barnes’s driving run and finish. The second half saw the opposition raising their game and get back into the game with two goals. We had our chances but often chose to dribble when the pass was the better option and saw the game finish 2-2.

· The u11s Black were against a highly charged Horley side for this encounter. We found our play stifled in the first half and the visitors took a two goal lead into the break. We regained our composure in the second half and peppered the Horley goal. An own goal and a well-deserved goal from Mac Felix-Smith’s crisp strike result in honours shared. Particular praise to Mac for persevering in the face of adversity! 

 

11v11th
 
· The u13s Black had a bare bones 11 out against ASC Strikers away. We battled and disrupted Strikers’ play for most of the first half until with the final kick the home side found the net. An early goal in the second and one more half-way through gave Strikers the points but two late penalty decisions that didn’t go our way could have made a difference. With eight games left, hopefully the team can turn the recent good performances into points in the coming weeks. 

· The U14s (who are still writing their own reports) played Jarvis Brook. They took the lead when a cunning cross deceived everybody for their centre forward to direct the ball into our net. However we hit back 10 minutes later when the goalie could only parry Dylan Acosta-Lewis's cross into Harry Shersby-Wignall's path and he slid the ball into the net from a tight angle. Into the second half and despite going uphill, Jarvis Brook took the lead via a free kick into the top right hand corner. Not deterred, we started to turn the screw pushing Brook further back onto their own goal. Tom Jex grabbed his 25th of the season to make it 2-2 following a shot from range and he then made it 26 by latching onto a through ball from Harry to finish clinically for the winner. Another determined and resilient team performance with some great defending from our back four.

· The u15s were at home against Hollingbury Hawks. Captain Ned Entwistle set the tone by forcing in a shot on a very narrow angle early on. The back four of Danny, Charlie, Nathan and Ted were unbeatable all game, Marley was brought down out wide and Sam Heinzl got on the end of the cross for 2-0 at half-time. The boys got stronger and it wasn't long before Sam added to his tally. Lucas Tredrea hit a sublime free-kick from 22 yards out and Sam completed his hat-trick. Owen and Ben worked tirelessly and came close and Charlie Dawes deserved his clean sheet as we won 5-0.
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Not everyone is on email so grateful if managers / others can make sure all parents etc know these details.
