Match Report: 6th November 2011

Hi All,

 
A post-Bonfire review. Well done to everyone, players and parents alike, who managed to turn out this week - however tired some of you were!

· The u9s were back in action after a fortnight’s lay off. They took on Eastbourne United away and even with a depleted squad ran out 8-0 winners in the first game through goals from Eli Johnston (2), Felix Attfield-Davis (5) and Junior Mutulama. The second game was closer but still victorious, winning 3-1, Felix scoring two and Sam Gilkes adding the third. Well done to coach Richard Jephcott who took the team for the first time and guided them to the win. 

· The u10s Scorpions took on Mile Oak Wanderers. The first game was a closely contested affair where neither side could breach the other’s defences. While we had the lion’s share of the attacks the game ended 0-0. The second match saw Mile Oak win 0-3 but we again fought hard and showed clear progress. We played some nice football, particularly in defence where Louis Zanden and Rowan Hunt formed a good partnership. 

· The u12s Black journeyed to play Hastings Town for the second time in two weeks, this time for a County Cup match. Suffering a bit of a Bonfire hangover the lads went a goal down within two minutes but battled back through goals from Samson Page and Jack Dunkley to win 2-1 and go through to the next round against Worthing Town Youth. 

· The u12s Orange faced top of the table ASC Strikers Select. For once the score does not say it all. Although we lost 2-7, with Luke Wilding scoring both for us, the game was close for most of the match and it wasn’t until the last five minutes that we tired, letting in three late goals. We battled well and manager Dave Fitzpatrick was really proud of the display. And you don’t have to take my word for it, you can read the Strikers review here: http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/ascstrikersfc/j/results-reports-31618.html?official=0&fixture_id=927218 

· The u13s faced Hove Rivervale, the reigning Sussex champions, in the Sussex Cup. Despite Hove’s constant pressure, our defenders and keeper Harrison Hinks ensured we only went into half-time 0-1 down – a feat in itself given we only had 11 players and many of those were still bleary-eyed from Bonfire! With the wind behind them Hove scored four more in the second half and a deserved consolation goal from Oscar Hilton’s head (so that’s what he uses it for) was disallowed. The 0-5 result does not tell the resilience and determination that our boys showed against overwhelming odds. 

· The u14s game against Rottingdean Village was abandoned following a nasty knee injury to Harry Barnes. What made it worse was that this was Harry's first game back after a seven week layoff with ligament trouble. Our sympathies to Harry (and his Mum) - the team will miss his enthusiasm for the game, willingness to get stuck in and ability on the ball. Our thanks go to the Rottingdean manager who spotted the injury, stopped the game and called for it to be abandoned when it was obvious an ambulance was needed (Rottingdean were 0-2 up at the time). On a brighter note we'd like to wish Jamie Stevens all the best in his future with Division 1 side Lindfield and to praise the boys for the way they played against the top side in their league - great team spirit, especially on an early kick-off after bonfire!

Club notices:
· England u19s v Denmark: Hope to see you all there. The game is a sell-out so should be a great atmosphere. PLEASE ASK THE KIDS TO WEAR THEIR BLACK BRIDGE VIEW TRAINING TOPS TO THE GAME. There may be a few spare tickets if anyone wants one – please contact me. 

· We often have a fair amount of kit left behind at training. This week there were more than usual including a faded red rucksack – please call me if it’s yours. 

 

Richard
